First record of Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus for 
The Gambia 


John High 


Première mention d’une Sterne bridée Sterna anaethetus pour la Gambie. En 2005 une Sterne 
bridée Sterna anaethetus adulte a sejourné sur les îles Bijol, dans la Réserve d’ oiseaux de Tanji, dès 
le 24 mars. Le 25 avril, l'oiseau était observé dans la colonie de Sternes royales S. maxima. Un 
œuf blanc-sale uni fut trouvé, dont la taille (43.9 ~ 33.5 mm) correspondait à celle notée pour la 
Sterne bridée, mais la coloration et la forme ne correspondaient pas et l’ceuf n'a pas pu être iden- 
tifié. La sterne, dont pas plus d'un individu ne fut observé, était présente au moins jusqu'au 24 
août. Ceci constitue la première donnée pour la Gambie. 


n 24 March 2005, whilst assisting the 

Gambian Department of Parks and Wildlife 
Management (DPWM) staff with their monthly 
census work on the Bijol Islands, which is part of 
Tanji (Karanti) Bird Reserve, Western Division, 
The Gambia (13°23 N 16°44W), I noticed a 
dark-winged tern resting on the ground. It was 
smaller than nearby Grey-headed Gulls Larus cir- 
rocephalus but much larger than the Little Terns 
Sterna albifrons. I watched the bird in good light at 
c.30 m with 8 x 42 binoculars. The dark grey 
colour of the upperparts was similar to that of 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus and paler 
than that of nearby Kelp Gulls Z. dominicanus. 
The underparts were white. The jet black cap 
extended to the nape, contrasting with the white 
forehead, which extended as a supercilium slightly 
beyond the eye. The wings were long and extend- 
ed almost to the tip of the long tail. The bill was 
slender and black, the legs blackish. I did not flush 
the bird to see its flight features. 

I had not seen this species before and referred 
to A Field to the Birds of The Gambia and Senegal 
(Barlow et al. 1997) on my return home, but 
failed to find it illustrated. I then consulted Birds 
of Western Africa (Borrow & Demey 2001) and 
immediately identified the bird as an adult 
Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus. On my next visit 
to the Bijol Islands, on 3 April, I did not see the 
bird, but during the following monthly census, 
on 25 April, it was present again (Fig. 3, p. 76). 
In the Royal Tern S. maxima colony we found a 
different, plain off-white egg measuring 43.9 x 
33.5 mm (Fig. 2, p. 76), the only egg of this size 
and colour of a total of 10,500 eggs counted that 
day. Although its size is consistent with the 
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known range for Bridled Tern (40-46 x 
28.5-33.2 mm: Cramp 1985, Urban et al. 1986), 
its shape and coloration are not (Cramp 1985, D. 
Russell in /itt.). Royal Tern eggs are noticeably 
larger (67-69 x 46 mm: Urban et al. 1986) and 
very heavily blotched or spotted. Although it can- 
not be wholly eliminated that the egg in Fig. 2 
was an abnormal Bridled Tern egg, this seems a 
rather remote possibility (D. Russell im /itt.); the 
egg, therefore, has to remain unidentified. The 
Bridled Tern was aloft close to the egg location 
throughout the period we were surveying the tern 
colony and often chased Grey-headed Gulls in the 
vicinity. Additional features observed in flight 
included the white underparts, off-white under- 
wing becoming dark grey on the flight-feathers, a 
deeply forked tail with at least the outer web of 
the very long outer tail-feathers white. No more 
than one Bridled Tern was seen at any one time 
over several visits. The bird was still in attendance 
during subsequent visits on 24 July and 24 
August, but was not seen thereafter. 

This appears to be the first record of Bridled 
Tern for The Gambia: no records are mentioned in 
Barlow et al. (1997), nor have any been reported 
since (C. Barlow pers. comm.). However, its pres- 
ence was to be expected, as the species has been 
recorded in Senegal, where a few pairs breed in the 
Îles de la Madeleine and Langue de Barbarie 
National Parks, and Guinea-Bissau (Morel & 
Morel 1990, Dowsett 1993, Barlow et al. 1997). 
Elsewhere in West Africa, it breeds on the Banc 
d’Arguin in Mauritania and on the Gulf of Guinea 
islands Säo Tomé (at the islets of Sete Pedras) and 
Annobén. It disperses offshore after breeding and 


has been sparsely recorded along the coast, from 
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Guinea-Bissau to Equatorial Guinea and (proba- 
bly) Gabon (Borrow & Demey 2001). 
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Première mention du Grand-duc du désert 
Bubo (bubo) ascalaphus pour le Burkina Faso 


Guilhem Lesaffre? et Yvan Perré? 


First record of Desert Eagle Owl Bubo (bubo) ascalaphus for Burkina Faso. On 21 February 
2005 we flushed two Desert Eagle Owls Bubo (bubo) ascalaphus from a small bushy tree in the 
Markoye area of northernmost Burkina Faso (14°43’N 00°00). The birds were seen again, and 
one of them photographed, on 23 March and 16 and 21 November 2005. This is the first record 
of this species for the country. The nearest known sites, both in Mali, are Hombori-Douentza and 


Gao, 200-300 km west-northwest and 180 km north of Markoye, respectively. 


LL: Die riers A a a derne de 
l’'Ammomane isabelline Amommanes deserti, 
nous prospectons des buttes d’éboulis granitiques 
qui se dressent dans la région de Markoye, 
province de l’Oudalan, à lextréme nord du 
Burkina Faso (14°43’N 00°00), en zone sahéli- 
enne. Alors que nous nous dirigeons vers un petit 
arbre touffu isolé—un Maerua crassifolia de 3,5 m 
environ—, situé dans la partie inférieure d’une 
butte, un grand rapace nocturne s'envole du cœur 
du feuillage et nous survole, montrant un dessous 
daile presque blanc avec une nette tache sombre 
au poignet. L'oiseau poursuit son vol et disparaît 
derrière un relief proche. 
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Nous approchons de l’arbre pour vérifier la 
présence de pelotes de réjection lorsqu'un deux- 
ième oiseau s'envole de la même manière que le 
premier. II se pose à une centaine de mètres, dans 
les blocs rocheux en contrebas, se laissant observer 
durant plusieurs minutes. Loiseau, de bonne 
taille, présente un aspect général très pâle. Le 
dessus (manteau, scapulaires et ailes) est beige 
soutenu criblé de taches brun sombre et 
blanchatres. Le dessous est beige pâle, bien marqué 
de taches noirâtres alignées en rayures au niveau de 
la poitrine. Les disques faciaux sont beige pâle, 
bordés et soulignés d’une bande noirâtre. Les 
aigrettes sont bien visibles. Liris est orangé. 
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